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SOJIKU  -  Subjektiivinen otos Japanin ilmiöistä ja kulttuurista 

                 (Subjective impressions of Japanese phenomena and culture)

SOJIKU is a contemporary dance series studying Japanese culture, aesthetics and mentality.

I   2009 
Solo Piece  Mokugo – Loaded silence,  26.9.2009, Jyväskylä City Theatre
II 2010 
Group Piece   11.3.2010,  Manilla Theatre, Turku
III  2010 
Dance for the Camera :  a video work and art photo series 
IV  2011 
(to be published in January 2010)

Strong contrasts and the importance of details are some of the themes in Niina Airaksinen's dance piece. The movement of the dancers (Jonna Aaltonen, Maria Nurmela, Elsa Heikkilä) in the group piece binds together the fierce grounded power of samurais, the sensual sensitivity of geishas and the accurate precision of high-technology. The music of the piece (by Joona Lukala) combines traditional Japanese music, European symphonic tones and synthetic sounds. The lights (by Antti Helminen) are clear and geometric. The costumes (by Marjo Haapasalo) are abstract versions of traditional Japanese costume. 

The work is not intended to be an authentic copy of the Japanese world, but rather, it is a subjective collage of essences grasped by an outsider. Which phenomena and features does the outsider perceive? How does he/she experience them in all their beauty and strange unfamiliarity? Nevertheless, there are also surprising similarities in the Finnish and Japanese cultures despite our geographical distance, and this is also interesting to explore and bring up.

The Dance Series is targeted for the contemporary dance audiences, architects, designers, budô-practitioners, manga and anime fans as well as anyone interested in Japanese culture. 
Performances of the SOJIKU-group piece at Manilla Theater, Turku, Finland:

Thursday March 11th 2010  at 7 pm   (premiere)
Saturday March 13th 2010  at 4 pm
Friday March 19th 2010  at 7 pm

Saturday March 20th 2010  at 4 pm
Sunday March 21st 2010  at 4 pm

Wednesday March 24th 2010  at 7 pm
Best Regards, 

Kirre Koivunen

publicist
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